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Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible 
for Ordinary membership. Members of the Society include 
professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom 
receive the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian 
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OBJECTIVES 

The aims of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all 
aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all 
identifiable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect 
species 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere 
all persons interested in entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at Clunies Ross House, National 
Science Centre, 191 Royal Parade, Parkville, Victoria, at 8pm on 
the third Friday of even months, with the possible exception of 
the December meeting which may be held earlier. Lectures by 
guest speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at which 
there is ample opportunity for informal discussion between 
members with similar Interests. Forums are also conducted by 
members on their own particular interest so that others may 
participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member.$14.00 

Country Member.$10.00 (100km + from GPO) 

Student Member.$ 7.00 


Associate Member....$ 4.00 (No Magazine) 

No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface 
mail of the news bulletin. Associate Members, resident at the 
same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary 
Members, do not automatically receive the Society's publications 
but in all other respects rank as ordinary Members. 

Cover illustration by N.B. Quick. 





MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, IS FEBRUARY 1990 


The meeting was chaired by a Vice-President, R. Field, and 

commenced at 8.05pm. 

Apologies: J. Field, M. Hunting, D. I N. Stewart 

Present: G. & Joy Burns, John Burns, P. Carvardine, K. 

Clark, M. t P. Coupar, D. Crosby, L., D. i J. 

Dunn, I. Faithfull, A. t E. Farnworth, D. t J. 

Holmes, P. Honan, P. Kelly, T. New, B. Vardy, K. 

Walker. 

Minutes of the December meeting: deferred because of Me 

appearance of the Victorian Entomologist P. Kelly/Joy Burns) 

Correspondence : Detailed and received. 

Treasurer's Report : G. Burns reported credit balances of $2076.65 
(general account), $1822.05 (Le Souef 
Memorial Account) and $437.35 (Junior 
Encouragement Fund). He also tabled the 
audited accounts for 1989. There are at 
present 33 financial members for 1990: 
subscriptions are now due . Received 
(Kelly/Vardy) 

Editor's Report . John Burns reported that breakdown of the 
duplicating service at Clunies Ross House 
had delayed production of the February 
Victorian Entomologist . More articles are 
needed. 

E xcursions . Interest In an Excursion to Braeslde 

Metropolitan Park is to be canvassed in a 
•flyer' in the next Victorian Entomologist . 

general Business 

1) T. New: a copy of Max Moulds' new book on Australian 
Cicadas , and publicity leaflets for this. 

ii) R. Field: a case of Lycaenidae collected on his recent 
extensive trip through W.A. and N.T.. Qqvrls included 
significant new distribution records and range 
extensions of several rare species. Including 0. ldno 
and o. zoslne : Jalmenua included examples of an 
undescribed species with larvae feeding on Davlesla . 

iii) M. t P. Coupar: a freshly emerged double-headed 
hawkmoth ( CoeouoBa triangularis ) from Mallacoota. 
D. Crosby reported a specimen of the same species from 
Gypsy Point. 

iv) J. Holmes: a copy of the centre pages of the Sun . 31st 
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January 1990, with a large pictorial spread about 
Archie May and his insect collection. 

v) K. Walker: recording the Society's best wishes to Geoff 
Holloway (Australian Huseua) who has recently suffered 
a stroke. 

vi) T. New: informed members of the recent passing of Dr 
Phil Came, and spoke of his very substantial 
contributions to entoaology in Australia. 

R. Field then introduced the speaker for the evening, Dr. T. 
New, to talk on 'Insects as Predators'. Tim gave a general talk 
about predatory strategies of insects, illustrating examples of 
structural adaptations to this way of life, and answered sany 
questions fron members. He was thanked by R. Field. 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 


PLEASE NOTE! SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE MOW DOE. 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 1* MARCH 1990 

The President, M. Hunting, opened the meeting at 8.05pm. 

>Pgloql9»; D. Crosby, K. Dunn. 

E TJM D t : G. t Joy Burns, P. Carwardine, I. Faithfull, R. 

Field, P. Kelly, T. New, K. Walker. 

Ml BUttg of the November council meetlnqf Vlc Ent. 19:90) 

passed (Kelly/Joy Burns). 

Cgrrfgponatncg : Detailed and tabled. Including a letter 

from M. (r P. Coupar relinquishing their 
positions on Council because of other 
commitments. Received (J. Burns/Walker). 

TrfflPUrgf'f Rfport : G. Burns reported credit balances of $ 2217.43 
(general account), $1822.05 (Le Souef 

Memorial Account) and $437.35 (Junior 

Encouragement Fund). There are at present 
48 financial members. Received 

(Field/Walker). 


Bfll tor'g Rtport - Deferred in the absence of the Editor, John 

Burns. 

te eur float - P. Carwardine suggested the possibility of 

a winter excursion: he and D. Crosby to 
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investigate the possibility of a visit to 
the Butterfly House. Several suggestions 
of venues for a spring excursion were made: 
other ideas to P. Carvardine, please. 


general Business 

i) ENTRECS. Discussion deferred in the absence of D. 
Crosby t K. Dunn. 


ii> Le Souef Memorial Award. The Secretary reported that 
Dr Theischinger was unlikely to be able to attend a 
meeting to accept his award in person. 


iii) Junior Encouragement Fund. Considerable discussion 
was held, and it was resolved (Kelly/J. Burns) that 
the fund could be disbursed in total. The following 
scheme is proposed, for refinement and discussion, 
with a view to finalising it at the next Council 
meeting. 


Copies of 'How to Breed Butterflies' and 'Butterfly 
Conservation* to be sent as a gift, clearly identified 
as from the Society, to selected schools with a new 
notice (to bo paid for from the general account) to be 
displayed in schools, summarising the Society s 
activities, and with a letter advising: (1) that 
display cases of insects ore available for short term 
loan; and (2) that an essay/project competition with 
a substantial prize is being held by the Society. 
Details of this to bo finalised. All suggestions to 
the Secretary, please. 


iv) Filling of casual vacancies on council was deferred. 

v) Programme. R. Field to approach J. Osmelak to talk 
on Elm Leaf Beetle at the April meeting. M. Hunting 
to deliver his Presidential Address in June, and 
several possible speakers ore available for meetings 
later in the year. 


vi) 


Victorian Entomologist . Considerable discussion was 
held on the content, uniformity and production quality 
of the Victorian Entomologist, and points of concern 
raised by the Editor and others were examined. The 
President to discuss these with John Burns. 


The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


MOULDS, MS. 1990. Australian Cicadas . New South University 
Press, Kensington NSW. 217pp, colour plates. RRP $39.95. 

This long awaited account of a fascinating group of insects in 
Australia is, simply, a magnificent production which will be the 
standard text on our cicadas for the foreseeable future. A 
series of short chapters on general themes (names of cicadas, 
life histories, natural enemies, distribution, adult structure 
and function, sound production and reception, principles of 
classification, classification of cicadas, and collection and 
presentation) precedes a longer systematic treatment of 
Australian taxa. A useful glossary and a substantial list of 
references are also provided, and special mention should be made 
of the 24 colour plates grouped near the centre of the book. 
Plates 1-5 illustrate living cicadas or aspects of cicada biology 
and the remainder are of pinned specimens (plates 6-23) and 
exuviae (plate 24). These together form a very useful and clear 
identification guide to augment the text: tests with some 
previously unidentified Victorian specimens suggest that many can 
be identified to species level from the plates alone. 

The systematic section Includes diagnosis of all interpretable 
species, and those which still need investigation are listed 
separately. For each recognisable species, information is given 
on synonymy (and systeaatists should note that a number of new 
synonyms and changes in status are formalised in the book), 
distribution (with a map for each species), habitat, recognition 
and diagnostic features for both sexes, song, behaviour, and life 
history - together a very useful compilation of Information, much 
of it previously unpublished. I missed the presence of keys to 
separate genera and species, but this omission should not impede 
identification to any major extent if the reader is prepared to 
work through the diagnostic comments provided. 




oqvrls gsnoveva 

in the 

Riverland of South Australia 
by 

N.D. Moor®, 

Waikerie, South Australia. 


introduction 

My first association with this species was in February/March 
1977 when near to our hone we noticed two female specimens of 
Q. aenoveva flying around various clunpa of Amvema ■iauelil 
situated high in soae eucalypts . Over a period of about four 
weeks we made alaost daily attempts to catch them but without 
success. The closest we came to catching this fast flying and 
elusive species was when I waa perched on top of a 4 metre ladder 
with a 2 metre net clasped in my extended hand. The butterfly, 
with what on hindsight seemed a high degree of malice, rested on 
the trunk head-down just within reach. I delicately placed the 
net over the creature and seemed to all intents and purposes to 
have a new species for my collection. But just as the sinews in 
the wrist tightened to twiat the net ensnaring the butterfly, it 
quickly rose from trunk and, finding the width of the trunk less 
than that of the net was around and away. I have not seen the 
butterfly at this location since. 

My next encounter came in January 1986, at a location about 5 
kilometres from the above. Whilst looking for soae Candalldes 
hvaclnthlnu s eggB I happened to spy 2 more females flying close 
by. After a short chase one landed on the trunk of a tree with 
a head high clump of ft. miraculosa attached. As I approached, 
it flew upwards. Leaping in the air, in the style of an 
Australian Rules footballer, I managed to net the butterfly. 

Common and Waterhouse (1981) and Fisher (1978) do not record 
Oovrls aenoveva from the Riverland of South Australia. 

On closer examination the captured female butterfly was seen to 
be bright azure blue in colour and perhaps more interestingly the 
blue extended along the veins of the hindwing right to very edge 
as seen in the various pictures of the subspecies Q. g. 
BDlendlda . As Q. g. splendlda had only been caught from the 
Flinders Ranges of South Australia it seemed that I extended the 
range and "availability" of this exquisite subspecies 
substantially. When I next saw Mr R.H. Fisher I took the 
specimen with me and he agreed that if the subspecies splendlda 
was a valid one then the specimen that I had was an example. 
Bob's cautious words have showed themselves to be good advice. 

Subsequent to capturing this adult female we have been lucky to 
find Qgvrls oenoveva eggs in a number of locations and 
successfully raised them. The breeding biology of these 
butterflies will be the subject of a future article. 


20 


Entomological Society of Victoria 










The first set of eggs was collected in early February 1988 on 
the Northern side of the Murray river. Of these, seven completed 
their life cycle producing one male and six female adults, all 
beautiful creatures. The females all had the extensive azure 
bluing of the first adult female caught, which lncidently had 
been captured on the southern aide of the river (Fig 1) All of 
this seemed to support the notion that the subspecies splendlda 
was the local one, and I decided to write this article in that 
vein. However my collections of this season have clouded the 
issue, and Indeed maybe challenge the validity of the subspecies 
splendlda . 

Our second set of eggs came in October 1988, whan wa found some 
Q. genoveva eggs and Camponotus ant nests on the southern side 
of the river, in a location which, judging from the number of old 
egg cases, seems to have been used for a number of years. As I 
had obtained females with the extensive bluing on both sides of 
the river, I assumed that these eggs too would be the subspecies 
solendida . The adults raised from this October brood and a 
subsequent January brood were to causa me to rethink my ideas. 

The females hatched from this second and third collection of 
eggs are azure blue in colour but quite variable in the area of 
this blue colouring, and to a leaser extent the intensity of the 
blue colour itself. When compared with the previously hatched 
females, none have had the sane amount of blue extending down the 
veins of the hindwing, though all have had at least a spattering 
of blue scales along these veins. All have had blue spots at the 
base of hindwing projections and in some there has been wide 
bluing down the vein leading to he last and longest tail creating 
a crescent shaped black areas on the hindwing. In others however 
the black margin extends around the whole outer margin of the 
hindwing, (see Figs 2-4) Some too show a greener tone to the 
blue, (but would not be described as green) , but in all the 
females so far hatched the blued area is larger than that 
observed in the typical subspeciea genua (Fig. 5) , and, bluer in 
colour. 


The males are somewhat more difficult to comment on, because I 
only managed to get one from the first group of eggs, compared 
with a dozen or so in the second or third groups. It is smaller 
than any others so far hatched, and if pressed I would say it 
seems a brighter purple. 

So what do we have ? 

Firstly Ogyrls genoveva in the Riverland of South Australia, or 
at least in the western half. Secondly some individuals present 
show classic solendida morphology whereas others show an 
interesting morphological variety. 

Thirdly the genetic variability of at least part of the 
population seems to be established as the adult females raised 
from this second "south side" location were all reared in 
virtually identical environments eliminating possible 
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environmental influences. (Note though that the adult females 
from the first location were much more constant in their 
morphology, showing perhaps less genetic variability. (How I 
wish I had collected more eggs to check this more fully!)] 

Further pcgblcPB to pondert 

Personal communications from a number of other sources have added 
further interest to the discussion. Russell Mayo states that the 
area and intensity of the coloured area in the subspecies gela 
increases as one gets further from the coast. (Increasing 
aridity, or more perhaps temperature?) Marcus Pickett, a fellow 
S.A. collector, mentioned a possible depression of melanin 
formation with increasing temperature. These statements would 
suggest that if Q. g. genua is found inland that it should be 
much bluer. 

The status of the subspecies 0. q. BPlendida? 

In personal communication with Bob Fisher I have subsequently 
been told that the subspecies splendlda was described from a 
single female specimen, and with no males. I have now seen some 
specimens of splendlda caught in the Flinders Ranges. One shows 
the extensive bluing down the veins, but two others caught 25 
kilometres away from the BPlendlda show the black margin to the 
hindwing that some of my recent ones do. 

What does all this moan? I’m not sure! It’s always risky to 
hypothesise when one has a limited experience, and collection, 
to call upon, but at least it may give the more experienced in 
the field something to ponder. Some ideas 

1) The subspecies splendlda ie a valid one and that an 
individuals(s) has accidently entered the Riverland very 
recently and has intermixed with the local genua populations 
to produce hybrids. (What about the Flinders specimens 
though?) 

2) The subspecies splendlda is valid, and that it and the 
subspecies oenua have merged together, in areas of the 
Riverland and quite possibly in the Flinders Ranges. 

3) The subspecies splendlda is valid and is extremely variable 
in its genetic makeup or is acted upon by environmental 
factors to produce variation in the area of the blue 
colouring and that it is distinguished from genua in the 
shade and extensiveness of the blue colouration, and is more 
widespread than previously thought. It is worthwhile noting 
that all of the larvae reared seem darker than their 
Adelaide Hills counterparts. 

4) The subspecies splendlda does not exist but that what we 
are seeing is Q. g. genua demonstrating genetic variability 
and possibly the action of environmental factors over its 
range. 
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Whatever the answer is I find it interesting that the first brood 
that I collected in January 1988 showed as little genetic 
variability as it did, whereas this second locale with eggs taken 
in October 88/January 89 show wide genetic makeup. Perhaps 
suitable locations for breeding are quite few and far between and 
that this restricts the genetic flow between these isolated 
populations naintaining sore easily any genetic differences 
between them. Unless this is so, the apparent "purity" of this 
first brood would suggest that suggestion 2) about is probably 
not the case as natural selection would over time even out these 
differences. 

There is still much to learn about this species and it may be 
many years before any positive conclusions can be reached. I 
hope this article has positively added to our knowledge and not 
just clouded the issue. I would like to thank Russell Mayo and 
Marcus Pickett for their comments, Dr E. G. Matthews for the 
identification of some ant species, and a very big thanks to Bob 
Fisher for his advice, tolerance and continuing support. 
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Figures: (1) Qqyris qenoveva splendida 'Typical for*'; (2) Most 
frequent fora of local 0. qenoveva : (3) Example of the 
•Crescentrlc' fora occasionally seen; (4) Minimum blued area of 
local Qj qenoveva; (5) Ogyrls qenoveva genua . 
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THE ELM LEAF BEETLE 

PYRRHALTA LUTEOLA (MULLER), [COLEOPTERA:CHRYSOMELIDAE), 
IN VICTORIA. 


by 

J. Osmelak, 

Plant Research Institute, 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 
Swan Street, Burnley, 3121. 


The elm leaf beetle (ELB), Pyrrha l ta l Uteo lfl is . “ 
native of Europe and was first recorded on the Mornington 
Peninsula, Victoria, in February 1989. Residents of Mt. Eliza, 
where the pest was found, claim that damage has been evident for 
about 4 years, but the assessment of a consultant scientist from 
the USA, is that the insect has probably been present for “bout 
10 years. The pest has spread to a number of localities on the 
Peninsula. These include Frankston, Mt Eliza, Mornington, 
Hastings, Tyabb, Dromana, Baxter, Bittern, Coolart, Somers, 
Somerville and Sorrento. The insect has also been found at Mt 
Waverley and at Templestowe. Both infestation sites were treated 
and the beetle eradicated. A recent infestation has also been 
detected at Berwick. 


The insect feeds on all species of elm, causing serious 
defoliation, with repeated defoliations causing weakening and 
contributing to the possible death of trees. The introduction 
of ELB is of particular concern to Melbourne, as it threatens 
the welfare of the many thousand of the world's finest axamplss 
of established English slms, free of Dutch Elm dissass, in the 
city's avenues, parks and gardens. 

There are an estimated 6000 elms in the city of Melbourne, of 
which about half are long established. These older trees are 
irreplaceable and have an estimated amenity value of between 
$24N - $30M. The younger trees have a replacement value of about 
£ 1.511 - $3.ON. The overall estimated value of Melbourne's elms 
alone, is between $31. SM - $33. 0M. A conservative estimate of 
the value of the elms in the rest of the State is considered to 
be about $100M. 


In North America, the insect was first reported near Baltimore 
in the 1830s, and has since spread to wherever elms grow. In 
California, ELB has been treated as the third most important 
urban forest insect pest. It is well adapted to residential and 
urban areas because adults overwinter in wood heaps, garden 
litter and buildings, where they can become a serious nuisance. 


Adult beetles are about 6mm long, light-yellow to brownish green 
in colour, with several black spots on the head and thorax, and 
an indefinite black stripe on the outer margin of the wing cover. 


In Spring, the adults which have survived the winter, leave their 
overwintering sites and fly to elm trees, eat holes in leaves and 
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lay their eggs. Eggs are laid in double rows on the under side 
of elm leaves, and have the appearance of miniature lemons. 

Eggs hatch in 7-10 days. The mature slug-like larvae are 12mm 
long, yellow in colour, spotted with two stripes along the back. 

Larvae skeletonize the foliage, and the damage is similar to 
that caused by pear and cherry slug on fruit trees, causing 
leaves to dry, brown and fall to the ground. When larvae are 
fully fed, they migrate down the tree trunk and pupate in the 
ground or in crevices in the bark of the lower trunk. Larval 
development to pupation is completed in 3-4 weeks. Adults emerge 
in another 7-10 days. It is possible for 4 generations a year 
to occur. 

ELB has certain temperature requirements, with life expectancy 
of adults decreasing as temperature increases. The reported 
optimum temperatures for survival of eggs is 22.2’C and for 
larvae is 28.8'C. Eggs will not hatch when temperatures exceed 
36.1*C and there is also a high mortality rate of larvae above 
this temperature. Pupae survive all temperatures between 15.6'C 
and 36.1*C. 

The overwintering nature of the adult and it's secretive habit 
of hiding in any suitable sheltered position, makes it an ideal 
candidate to be accidentally transported. This poses both 
immediate and long term problems in containing the post to the 
Hornington Peninsula, and presents a very real threat of the pest 
being unwittingly introduced to the city's parks and gardens. 
To prevent the pest from spreading and becoming established in 
the city's elms, public awareness of this problem is of the 
utmost importance. It is therefore vital that every person 
owning an elm tree can identify the beetle and the damage it 
causes. Any suspicious damage must be reported immediately to 
the local council so that appropriate measures can be taken. 

Various chemical and biological control agents have been used 
in North America in an attempt to control this pest. 

The current recommendation for control of this pest in Victoria, 
is to apply a 2 per cent carbary 1 spray (20 grass of active 
ingredient per litre) to the trunk of the tree in spring when the 
larvae are first observed on leaves. A repeat spray should be 
applied 4-6 weeks later if large numbers of larvae are found on 
the leaves. The larvae are exposed to the chemical when they 
crawl down the trunk to pupate. 

The carbaryl should be applied in a half-metre wide band around 
the trunk of the tree at a height of at least 1.5 metres if 
possible. On large trees, the upper surface of branches where 
they meet the trunk should also be sprayed. 

If large numbers of larvae threaten to defoliate small specimen 
trees, a 0.H (1 gram active ingredient per litre) carbaryl spray 
may be applied to the foliage. 
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For non-chemical control a band of sticky gel (bird repellent) 
can be applied with a caulking gun around the trunk of the tree. 
Alternatively, other sticky material such as wrapping tape can 
be wound around the trunk (adhesive side out) to trap larvae 
moving down the trunk. 

The above treatments will not eradicate the pest but will protect 
the tree from serious defoliation. 

Natural parasites of the elm leaf beetle are available in the 
US and will be assessed as a long-term control measure in 
Victoria. These will probably include: 

Krvnnlonsls antennata (Rondani) - A tachinid larval parasitoid 
and, 

Tetrastlchus oallerucae (Fonscolombe) - A eulophid egg 
parasitoid. 

The suitablity of these chemical and biological control agents 
will need to be tested under Victorian conditions. 

An Elm Leaf Beetle Liaison Committee (ELBLC), has been formed 
in order to advise the Minister responsible on the options 
available to contain the pest to the Mornington Peninsula. 
Members of the ELBLC comprise personnel from the Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs (DARA), the Department of 
Conservation Forests and Lands (DCFL), and Melbourne City 
Council. 

A project has been proposed the aim of which is to develop 
management strategies to suppress population numbers and to 
prevent extensive damage to elm trees and to delay the spread 
of this pest. The project will initially adopt current practices 
for the study and control of the pest in the USA, and will then 
assess the bioeconomics and control of the elm beetle, under 
Victorian conditions. The project is structured into 4 main 
areas. These are: 

1. Life history studies. 

2. Chemical control studies. 

3. Biological control studies. 

4. Development of control programs. 

The life history studies are to determine the potential 
population increase of the pest under Victorian conditions and 
to compare this data with the known life history data in North. 
America. These studies will be conducted at the Keith Turnbull 
Research Institute, at Frankston, as the Institute is within the 
proclaimed area, and no live specimens of the pest are to be 
taken from this area. 

The chemical studies are to determine the most cost effective 
chemical control methods for both well established and young 
elms. Initially the current recommendations from the USA will 
be adopted. However, these may have to be modified to suit 
Victorian conditions. 


Vic. Ent. Vol. 20 no. 2 1990 


27 




The biological control studies are to import, screen, rear and 
evaluate in quarantine at KTRI, appropriate biological control 
agents available from California. The egg parasitoid, J. 
na11erucae should be introduced in June 1990 to ensure that 
biological control can bo implemented as soon as possible. 

The data generated from the 3 studies outlined, are essential 
in developing the most cost effective control programs to adopt 
for each municipality, in conjunction with council, where the 
pest is present. 

ELB poses a real threat to the State's elms and unless action 
is taken immediately, the pest will spread throughout Victoria 
and possibly the entire country. The planned action against 
this pest is very much, in the first instance, one of containment 
to the Peninsula and a concerted control program in the worst 
affected areas. The success of the program will depend to a 
certain extent on the awareness and co-operation is of the utmost 
importance and the sooner this problem is tackled, the less 
likely it will be that the stately elms of Melbourne are ravaged 
by this pest. 


THE IMPORTED ELM LEAF-BEETLE. 

OmitruMlU Im InU Mall. (0*1* •ca **•» homtlm* Bcltrank.) 
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Hesperllla chryeotrlcha (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) 
in New South Wales. 


by 

M. Hunting 
49 Menzies Drive 
Sunbury 3429 


A small colony of Hesperllla chrvsotricha (Meyrick and Lower), 
has been identified in southern New South Wales from a series 
of evacuated pupal cases collected in January 1990. 

Ten pupal cases were collected, some of which contained the pupal 
caps from the characteristic spinal larval/pupal shelters 
constructed in the upper reaches of the foodplant, which 
resembled Gahnia fHum . 

Fewer than 20 clumps of the foodplant were found growing near a 
tidal estuary, and evidence of Hesperllla early stages was 
detected in nearly all clumps of the foodplant. 

This colony may be the moot easterly record on the mainland for 
this species; Common and Waterhouse (1981) states Inverloch, 
Victoria as being a locality for the subspecies cvclospila . 

Inverloch is approximately 400 kilometres south-west of this new 
location. 


It would be appropriate that any collecting of pre-emergent 
adults be conducted with due direction, as the extent of the 
colony and larval foodplant appear to be very limited. 


Common, I.F.B. i Waterhouse, D.F. 1981. 
Australia . Angus Robertson, Sydney. 


INFORMATION ON THE FRONTAL COVER DESIGN. 

Epl coraa melanosplla (Wallenger.), female. 
(Lepidoptera: Notodontidae) 

At test, the satiny-white forewings with ochre-dotted black 
borders, and a prominent central black spot, make this common 
moth a conspicuous insect on spring and summer evenings. 
Forewings of the male are similar, but transversed by a dark 
diagonal stripe. Eggs are covered by furry scales from the 
abdomen of the female moth. The gregarious, densely hairy larvae 
feed on eucalypts, and pupate under bark, often near the base of 
the tree. 
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HQMQR ARY TREASURER’S REPORT 
EHTOHPLOO ICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA INC 
8TATEHEHT Of RECEIPTS AND PA YMENTS YEAR ENPINO 31ST DEC. 19B« 


RECEIPTS 


PAYMENTS 


Subscriptions 754.00 
Sale of Lepidoptera maps 52.00 
Sale of magazines 23.00 
Term deposit interest 144.98 
Bank interest 23.90 
Trans, from Memorial Fund 180.00 

X'MAS party contributions 
(MEM) 66.00 


CREDIT BALANCE BROUGHT 
F/WARD 637.26 


Magazine copying 533.10 

Postal registration 42.50 
Postage (Magazine) 90.01 

Postage (editor) 5.85 

Photocopying (editor) 4.50 
Envelopes i Paper 
(Magazine) 55.50 

Computer labels 59.00 

Postage (Treasurer) 19.87 

Receipt book 1.70 

Meeting facilities 129.00 

Use of projector 65.00 

Entertaining speaker 40.00 

Christmas party 

catering 125.00 

Affiliation Aust 

Ent. Soc. 30.00 

incorporation 

expenses 43.10 

Change of Address- 
entrees 26.00 

Registration-entrees 43.00 
J.C. Le Souef Memorial 
Award 180.00 

FID 37 

BADT 5.45 

CREDIT BALANCE GENERAL 
A/C (BANK) 534.19 


2038.14 


LESS UNPRESENTED CHEQUES 

CLUNIES ROSS MEMORIAL 
FUND 125.00 

1886,14 1886.11 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

Credit Balance General 

A/C 387.19 

Term Deposit 1500.00 

4 copies LEPIDOPTERA 

MAPS 40.00 

Audited (. found correct by 
Des Brown AASA 30 Jan 1990. 
Confirmed by J. Burns 
HON. Treasurer. 
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HONORARY TREABURER'8 REPORT 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY O T VICTORIA INC. 

BT ATEKBNT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS YE AR_gHPlHO 3 1BT DBC. 1 98? 

j.c. LEsopgr memorial rum? 


RECEIPTS 


PATKEHIB 


Interest S.E.C.Bonds 
Interest Bank 
Credit Balance 
brought/fWard 


174.24 Lesouef Memorial Fund 
13.18 F.I.D. Tax 

Credit Balance 
414.68 Bank 
602.10 


180.00 

05 


422.05 

602.10 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS 
CREDIT BAIANCE BANK 422.05 
INVESTMENTS 1400.00 

1822.05 


JUNIOR ENCOURAGEMENT FOND 


RECEIPT8 


PAYMENTS 


Bank Interest 
Credit Balance 
brought F/Ward 


15.79 

421.61 

437.40 


F.I.D. Tax 05 

Credit balance 
Bank 437.35 

437.40 


Audited t found correct by 
Des Brown AASA 30 Jan 1990. 
Confirmed by G. Burns 
HON. Treasurer. 


















A Response to M.F. Braby's, 

"An Alpine Record for Gaitonaura klugii." 

by 

K.L. Dunn 

1/7 James Street, Dandenong 3175 

Braby (1990) reviewed the alpine status of the predominantly 
bassian satyrine butterfly Geltoneura kluali (Guerin 
Meneville). In the report, Braby cast doubt on the occurrence 
of this species in the alpine zone as was reported by Kitching 
et-al- (1978). Braby (1990) indicated that In the Australian 
Capital Territory the alpine zone is above about 1500 metres and 
proposed a limit of about 1200m for G. kluali in this region. 
Braby (1990) suggested that above this altitude, Q. kluali is 
soon replaced by several species of the genus Oriexenlca 
Waterhouse and Lyell. Implicit in this statement is the 
assumption that alpine Orlexencla and Geitoneura kluali are not 
naturally sympatric. This may not always be the case. I have 
encountered G. kluali to be common close to circa 1400m near 
Mount Franklin In the Brindabella Ranges (A.C.T.) where 
Oriexenlca kershawi ohrvne Tindale was present, but not common. 
This is about the altitudinal limit for the latter species. In 
particular, I have collected G. kluali along the walking track 
from the Mount Franklin chalet (at 1600m) to near the summit 
(1644m) where O. orlchora (Meyrick) was abundant. 

The presence of both sexes at about 1400m suggests G. kluali is 
almost certainly breeding at this altitude in the Brindabella 
Range, but it would seem likely that the individual encountered 
in the alpine zone above 1600m was presumably a vagrant from a 
lower altitude. Certainly, no additional specimens of G. kluali 
were encountered in nearby areas ranging in altitude fron 1400 - 
1600 metres. 


Summary of species I have encountered along the walking track 
from the Mount Franklin Chalet to the summit (1600 - 1644m); 
compiled from several visits. 


Note:"*" denotes significant altitudinal records extending 
beyond that given in Common and Waterhouse (1981) and 
Kitching fi£. al. (1978). 


Hesperiidae 

* Trapezltes phlgalloldes Waterhouse 

* Signet a flaaneata (Butler) 


Papilionidae 

Sraptllua ■acleavanum (Leach) 
Pieridae 

Dellas aganippe (Donovan) 
Anaphaels lava teutonla (Fabr.) 


(several) 

(one) 


(one) 


(several) 

(several) 


Nymphalidae 
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* Gettoneura kluoll (Guerin-Hereville) (one) 


Heteronvmpha merope (Fabr.) (several) 

* H. penelope Waterhouse (several) 

Orlexenica orichora (Meyrick) (Many) 

Vaness a Kershawl (McCoy) (Many) 

X- itea (Fabr.) (Many) 

* Junonla vllllda calvbe (Godart) (several) 


Lycaenidae 

JalnenuB sp. (possibly evagoras?) (one sighted) 

* TheclinesteB nisXini (T.P. Lucas) (several) 

* J. serpentata (Herrich-Schiffer) (several) 

* Neolucla agrlcola (westvood) (Many) 

Zlzlna la bradus (Godart) (Many) 

* Hacaduba blocellata (C. and R. Felder) (one) 


A number of other alpine species are known from the area (see 
Kitching e£. al- 1978) but there were not encountered during my 
survey of this particular site. 

References 

Braby M.F. (1990) An Alpine Record for Geitoneura kluail . mr-- 
Ent . 20: 9-11 

Common, I.F.B. and D.F. Waterhouse (1981) Butterflies of 
Australia. Revised Edition Angus and Robertson, Sydney. 

Kitching, R.L. E.D. Edwards, D. Ferguson, M.B. Fletcher, and M. 
Walker (1978). The butterflies of the Australian Capital 
Territory. J.. Aust . ent . Soc. 17: 125-133. 
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The Amazing Book of Insects- Activities for Children by Michelle 
Ryan and Robert Brunke (1990) 32pp. Published by the Queensland 
Museum in association with the Queensland Education Department. 
Price $4.50 (plus $1.50 postage). Available directly, or by 
mail, from Queensland Museum Bookshop, P.0. Box 300, South 
Brisbane. Q.4101 

If you'd like to introduce insects to children in the 6-12 age 
bracket then this is the book for you. Produced as a joint 
effort by an Education Officer and an Artist at the Queensland 
Museum, it presents a wealth of information in an entertaining 
manner, concentrating on a "hands-on" approach. There are 
guizzes, board games, riddles and colour-inns, as well as 
construction details for insect kites, dioramas, mobiles and a 
"dragonfly magic movie". There are even recipes..."insect 
nectar" and "cockroach clusters"! Behind all the fun there is 
a strong information content and kids will learn what insects 
are, where they live, how they metamorphose, what they eat, how 
they are classified and where they fit into environment. A 
bar 
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